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Context and highlights
2021 has been dominated by the Covid19 pandemic with our school trying to maintain a sense of normality while
operating within the DfE and Health restrictions. Many activities have had to be modified or cancelled and 'on line
learning' has added a complication to curriculum delivery for some short periods. We have been lucky but we have also
been flexible and well prepared. Our parent community have been very supportive and worked with the complexities that
we have lived with. There has been a significant impact of training and development, school meetings, camps and
excursions.
I am proud to say that everyone in this school has professionally committed themselves to the work that has been done
with our students and for our school. Towards the end of the year the pressure and stress was having an impact on staff
who were not just dealing with school related issues but also issues in the broader community and in their families.
The school continues to enjoy very high levels of achievement and significant enrolment pressure. This is the last year
we will have year 7 students and the loss of students graduating from both year 6 and 7 will mean the loss go 162
students. Although we could easily make this loss up with new enrolments, decision has been made to drop 1 class and
get the French Language teaching space back for 2022.
For the students we still had swimming carnivals, sports days, some concerts and performances and some camps. The
Canberra Trips were cancelled but students had the opportunity to go to the Flinders which was a great success.
Literacy again dominated our improvement agenda although our results place us at the top of the State.
Our OSHC has matured into a highly successful and sought after service which continues to grow in numbers and
quality.
At the end of the year we celebrated the retirements of Pauline Semmens and Bev Rowe, the movement of Eleanor
Williams to Norwood Morialta High School and the departure of Stephanie Tulloch who won the Principal position at
Coorara Primary School. I have also retired after 7.5 years and will be replaced by Mr Jess Mulraney.

Governing council report
This is my third year as the Chairperson for the Stirling East Primary School Governing Council , a position that I feel
very privileged to have held. The Governing Council members have worked as a cohesive group where everyone has
had an equal voice and the level of conversation has been one of respect. It has been another unusual year having to
manage meetings and fund raising activities with COVID restrictions, however our meetings have remained positive and
we continue to work at a fairly high momentum.
We have been fortunate to have two new members join this year, Skye and Vik, ensuring that we continue to have
passionate involvement from our community. We have raised much needed funds through a number of fundraising
activities including a Colour Run, Wine fundraiser and the end of year Raffle, all of which were wildly successful and
allowed us to purchase a new deck and a number of large format televisions for classrooms to replace the smart boards.
We have taken onboard the recommendations of the audit and made significant adjustments to the recording of our
minutes to ensure a high level of professionalism and accountability at all times.
Lastly, we had a number of retirements at the school this year, with one stand out being that of our much loved principal
Stephen Measday. We have been very lucky at the school to have the caliber of leadership that Stephen was able to
deliver and he will be sorely missed not just by the Governing Council but the entire school community.
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Quality improvement planning
in both of these areas and the Site Plan reflects modifications and adjustments rather than major changes to our work.
The Literacy agenda continued to dominate at the expense of the numeracy agenda which continues to be a source of
some discussion and concern. Everything and more was achieved in this space.
The Improvement Plan continues to be a significant barrier to improvement because of the pressure to comply with DfE
expectations and planning language. This school continues to be described as an 'Inspired School' by DfE. It is very
significantly above the data projections for our system be be 'World Class' and we perform well above our neighbouring
Hills schools, State wide category 7 schools and DfE generally
It is significant that we are not asked 'why'? and we are not given the professional freedom in our planning process to
move forward with creativity and higher expectations.
Having said this some of the results are as follows.
95% of year 1 students phonics results achieve 50% or higher.
Although this has been achieved it should be be noted that the most significant improvement is being achieved by
students at year 2 level.
10% of students achieving below median in NAPLAN writing.
50% of students achieving in higher bands in NAPLAN Maths
This achieved for year 3 and 7 students but still below for year 5.
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy.
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA
for reading and numeracy.

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six
across all cohorts.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings,
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than
six across all cohorts.

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

57%

43%

33%

Middle progress group

32%

40%

48%

Lower progress group

11%

17%

19%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

44%

47%

33%

Middle progress group

47%

40%

48%

Lower progress group

9%

13%

18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages,
data may not add up to 100%.
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NAPLAN upper two bands achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.
No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2021

68

68

55

36

81%

53%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average

68.0

68.0

54.0

34.5

79%

51%

Year 5 2021

71

71

44

28

62%

39%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average

79.5

79.5

53.5

31.0

67%

39%

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource
(ALALR)
Key element focused on for school improvement in 2021: Quality Teaching
New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:
None - no Aboriginal Students

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student
successes):
None - no Aboriginal Students

School performance comment
Although Stirling East School does not focus on NAPLAN we continue to do extremely well in all tests. We have been
informed that our results are the third highest in South Australia.
As previously stated we continue to perform significantly higher than like schools, Portfolio schools and schools
generally. We are like all schools with students with learning difficulties, disabilities and social issues. We are not
selective but considerable credit must be given to our staff and special needs staff for the contribution they make to
student's literacy learning.
I also believe that the impact of our use of technology for 'high end' learning opportunities can be seen in our data.n We
learn to be able to do high end and challenging tasks with basic skills being put to high end uses.
Our ongoing issue is the number of students who do very well but could do better. There is a debate around how to
achieve this and also whether we need to achieve this for our students. Of course we always want our students to
achieve at higher levels but that achievement may need to be seen in the context of the whole curriculum and in life
skills.
There also continues to be an issue around the results of our year 5 students.Their results are not poor but are
considered less that expected.
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Attendance
Year level

2018

2019

2020

2021

Reception

94.9%

95.1%

92.7%

94.5%

Year 1

95.4%

99.3%

92.8%

94.7%

Year 2

94.7%

99.5%

93.8%

93.3%

Year 3

91.3%

99.4%

92.8%

94.7%

Year 4

95.4%

99.5%

93.0%

93.5%

Year 5

94.0%

99.4%

92.2%

93.0%

Year 6

94.8%

99.9%

93.0%

92.9%

Year 7

95.6%

98.8%

92.3%

92.8%

Total

94.5%

99.0%

92.9%

93.7%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
School attendance continues to be in the low to mid 90% range with sickness and holidays resulting is students being
absent. The school has focussed on issues of lateness and early departures with little success. There seems to be an
attitude with some families that school is what happens if there is nothing else happening and this will be an ongoing
challenge. I believe that the impact of Covid19 on the emotional health of our families has contributed to this.

Behaviour support comment
Behaviour issues are very minor at Stirling East with most issues being dealt will successfully at classroom level. The
school's commitment to restorative justice is hugely significant. In general, parents are very supportive of the school's
commitment to building students abilities to be great citizens, student who are socially aware and respectful. It is the
culture of the school.
Suspension is only used where violence is involved.

Parent opinion survey summary
The parent opinion results are very pleasing in general.
Highlights include a recognition of the respectful school environment and the level of communication between the
school and home. A particular highlight from the survey was the strong level of communication between students and
their teachers.
The significance and importance of education to our families was also highlighted.
In general there were a number of indicators that our parents want to be more engaged with the learning of their
children. This includes understanding of expectations and getting tips on how to help children with their school work.
This result may be particularly important given issues around Covid19, homeschooling and interrupted learning.
As is often the case, there were a number of responses which sought 'more support' for student learning. The survey
results give the % data but not the context for this result and it may be an area needing further investigation.

Intended destination
Leave Reason

Number

%

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows
recorded destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.
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Relevant history screening
All staff and regular volunteers are screened. This has been an interesting issue in 2021 with most parents not being
able to be on school grounds.

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and
workforce composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

45

Post Graduate Qualifications

15

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

28.8

0.0

8.7

0

31

0

11

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Financial statement
Funding Source

Amount

Grants: State
Grants: Commonwealth
Parent Contributions
Fund Raising
Other

$23,786
$500
$222,536
$35,872
$4,300

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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2021 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 funding
section

Targeted funding for
individual students

Tier 2 category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2021 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
made towards these outcomes

Improved wellbeing and engagement

Funding was used in the employment of support staff for students with learning
difficulties or at risk socially and emotionally. An Assistant Principal in Student Services
continued to provide overall support for student

Improved outcomes for students with Not Applicable
an additional language or dialect
Inclusive Education Support Program

Targeted funding for
groups of students

Program funding for
all students

Other discretionary
funding

Students targeted based on needs for support through teaching and support staff.

Target group needing numeracy and literacy support. Funding invested in employment
Improved outcomes for
and training of support staff and teaching staff focussing on individual needs based on
- rural & isolated students
targeted planning.
- Aboriginal students
- numeracy and literacy including early
years support

School continues to know all students
and their needs at great depth.
Not Applicable

Student needs identified. Plans in place.

All students and their needs are well
known with individual planning and
support. Identified students are all
progressing.

First language maintenance &
development
Students taking alternative pathways
IESP support
Australian Curriculum

SEPS continues to have a strong commitment to curriculum implementation and
improvement. Commitments are made to training of staff, special programs and the
development of resources.

Educational outcomes achieved in
formal testing are extremely high.

Aboriginal languages programs
Initiatives

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Better schools funding

This flexible funding contributed to a range of improvement agendas including staffing,
technology infrastructure, and classroom resources.

These resources are very important
because they are flexible and can be
targeted

Specialist school reporting (as
required)

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Improved outcomes for gifted students Support provided to students through targeted, individual programs through AP Student
Services and class teachers.

Skilled and gifted students provided with
a range of options to improve skills

